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last year. 


than that." 
The late, great Bill Shankly. 


(Full results on page 18) 


Lions take out Silver Boot 
=e 


Brisbane Lions won the 1998 pre-season 
Buffalo Silver Boot trophy on Sunday 
February 22nd, beating Beenleigh 3-2 in 
sudden-death extra-time. Lions, who were 
once more hosting the event will take this 
victory, and their good early season form into 
the XXXX Premier League which started last 
weekend, and must be one of the favourites 
for the competition after an average season 


"Football's not a matter of life or 
death, it's much more important 


The Farr Post 


Snapped ! 


Come on, Glen ..% 
you needa partner 
for this dance ! 
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Editor - Tony Moran 


TFP18 sees us with another 32 page edition. The world 
game - even in the confines of Queensland - has so many 
slories and articles that we could easily fill twice that number 
‘of pages each month - if only time would permit. 
Unfortunately, our chief whinge these days, is that the 
establishment will not recognise us for what we are - an 
independent publication, offering an alternative viewpoint 
the game, here in Queensland. And we, in all our naievity 
sught that competition was good for businesses. How 
we ? 

le federation magazine Eye on Soccer was released last 
k, in much the same format as previous years, but this 
ne there is a resolve for a more informative read this 
on. We hope that this is the case, because we believe 
the game deserves better exposure than it has 
ously received in those pages. 

results, we believe, are to be published in there for 
first time in years, and it is hoped that the semi-pro 
visions and lower leagues are to receive more 
rage too - not before time either ! 

der if we will get the same old photos of the coaches 
ve had last year. 

io be fair to the Eye on Soccer peopte, it is not easy 
ing together a magazine that can draw its information 
‘so many diverse sources - as we here at TFP have 
d out. Getting news from some clubs can be likened 
a media pass from the Strikers Media-Liaison 
damned near impossible | Repeated phone calls 
for the barest information does nothing for the 
els, and only helps to confirm what somebody at 
. once told me - “nobody cares about football in 
id.” 

things are changing, folks ! 

is healthy for the game in Queensland, and 
Yegin preparing TFP19, we can look forward to the 
‘Of our internet web site (check it out for the sake of 
Curiosity). As well as promoting the local game, 
tint web site will be used for the publishing of 
, fesults and on-line articles. Already the 
webzine is one of the biggest soccer web sites 
d, and we believe that it is the way forward. It's 
that the local game moved into the 21st century, 
trying to relive the days when Perry Park used 
to Capacity all those moons ago. The past is set 
@ let's start taking our game forward ! 


Contributors - Steve Cooper, 
Ewen Anderson, Dave 
Marshall, Paul Harley, 
Andrew Howe (as always) for 
the stats. 
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Strikers 0 Sydney United 3 
Saturday 31 January 1998 
by Tony Moran 

The first half wasn't too painful, to be quite honest. Brownie 


was out with a crook back, so 1 didn't have much hope of us 
scoring - especially against the meanest defence in the league. 


TFP interviewee, Stuart Munro (see page 8), wasn't on the team 


sheet, so no chance to check him out in Uniteds colours, but 
the initial optimism was soon dispelled when Bolton was 
chipped from the edge of the box - some cheeky Pom or other 
by all accounts. 

But to be quite honest I thought that we played well in the first 
half. We strung some good passes together, and although we 
didn't create too many chances we could have gone in at the 
break at least on level terms. It just shows that the ct 


difference between winning and coming second is very +." 
Y 


slim in this 14 team competition. 
Kasey does look to be struggling with his ankle 
injury, and Chay Hews has failed to live up to 
his Grand Final performance. But the shining 
light this season for me has been Steve 
Laybutt. He has consistently turned in good 
performances, and although he has collected his fair 
share of yellow cards - but aren't defenders supposed 
to ? - he has defended well, and come forward when 
possible, laying off some good passes, and winning more 
than his entitlement of headers in the ait. 
The second half saw us press forward when Dave Mitchell 
probably told his lads to soak up the pressure and catch us on 
the break. This they did as the game began to wind down, and 
another chip of Bolton, who looked like he'd gone to speak to 
his mother in the crowd, saw us 2 down with not long left. 
Frantic attempts to throw both players and the ball as far 
forward as possible saw the Strikers concede a third, and with 
it a mass exodus by the fans. 
The Irish Connection had offered a free pint to everyone with a 
ticket for the game, but even that couldn't cheer me up. I drove 
home in silence, disappointed that I'd had so much confidence 
in the players, and optimism that our season had to turn 
something good up, that I had been telling everyone going into 
the ground that we'd win - and well | I should have known 
better really, though, shouldn't 1 ? Just when you think that 
things can’t get much worse, the hard drive on your PC gets 
wiped, or you find you've got white ants in your floorboards ~ 
or that Andy Harper has signed a six year contract for the 
Strikers ! 
I'm still hoping we'll salvage something from this season, but I 
can't think what... maybe a decent drop of beer for the last 
game. Now I would like to see that ! 

Disclaimer 

The Farr Post is a fans magazine. Any opinions, therefore, 

are those of the individual contributors, and do not neces- 

sarily reflect the views of The Editor - but frequently do ! 
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Ipswich Knights 1 

Brisbane Strikers 3 

Eric Evans Reserve, Bundamba, 
7 February, 1998. 

by Tony Moran 


The Strikers blooded some youngsters in their ill- 
tempered trial match against the Ipswich Knights at 
Bundamba. Between 2 - 3,000 turned up to watch 
this spectacle, and what an interesting evening it 
tumed out to be. : 
It took the Strikers 38 minutes to break down the 
stubborn resistence of the determined Knights, when 
Glenn Gwynne came forward, and fired in goal 
number one. Two minutes later rookie Royce 
a Brownlie hit the second, and it seemed like 
. the floodgates were open. When half-time 
came I think that both teams were 
ready for the respite. 
But it was the harsh and often 
cynical challenges by some of the 
Knights players that were the 
talking point of the first twenty minutes, as 
they set about putting their more skilful 
opponents off their game. It boiled over in the 20th 
minute when Troy Cranney lunged into a tackle, 
when he had been harrassed off the ball - he thought 
illegally - receiving a yellow card, after a bout of 
pointing, pushing and shoving by half a dozen 
players on the near touchline. Apparently captain, 
Nick Meredith complained to the referee about some 
of the challenges going in on the Strikers, and at one 
point threatened to take his charges off if it didn't 
abate. 
When things did eventually calm down both teams 
played some good football. Wayne Knipe was always 
very active up front, and the QAS boys (invincible, 
Brownlie and Shroj) didn't do their long term careers 
any harm at all. Brownlie, in particular always 
looked dangerous, and for a big lad, is very mobile, 
with a great touch. 
At half time, changes were made, and Meredith 
increased the Strikers lead after 58 minutes with a 
long range shot that should have been easily 
collected by goalkeeper Ferguson. The Knights 
pulled one back midway through the second half, but 


Fancy writing a match report for 
The Farr Post - especially from 
Strikers away games ? This is the 
magazine that will print any old 
crap - so put pen to paper and 
send us your worst... 


The Farr Post 
daa 


the Strikers killed off any further action, happy to have done 
their public-relations exercise in Ipswich, and given some of 
their younger prospects a chance. 


Strikers: Ross, Bell, Gwynne, Laybutt, Invincible, 
Wehrmann, Meredith, Cranney (T), Cranney (S), Knipe, 
Brownlie. 

Subs: Bolton, Hews, Blackford, Packer, Shroj - all used at 
HT, and then interchange used in second half. 

Knights: Daly, Adams, Hinks, O'Sullivan, Boyle, Scott, 
King, Clark, MeKendrick, Spence, Guest. 

Subs: Ferguson, Wilkinson, Caldwell, Davani - all used. 


Referee: Richard Coutts 

Linesmen: Volkan Dogan, Brett Griffiths 

Goals: Strikers - Gwynne (38), Brownlie (40), Meredith (58). 
Knights - Boyle (69) 

Vellow Cards: Cranney (S), Laybutt, Caldwell. 


Bundaberg Waves 0, Brisbane Strikers 4 

Perry Park, 13 February, 1998. 

by Tony Moran 

Unfortunately the Strikers Media Liaison Officer must have 
misiaid our fax number, because we didn't find out about this 
ganie until it had happened. 

Maybe better luck next time. . . 


Carlton 1 Brisbane Strikers 1, 
Optus Oval, Melbourne (Via OptusVision) 
20 February, 1998. 


‘by Tony Moran 
‘Apart from Nick Merediths left-footed strike from outside the 
‘area in the second-half, a terribly boring game. Bolton must 
be lield responsible for his positioning at the free-kick that 
‘gifted Carlton their goal in the first half. 
‘The cricket field on the far side of the pitch seemed more like 
‘a skating rink as players from both sides went arse-over-apex 
‘trying to control the ball. 
“Danny Invincible came on as a second-half sub, and did his 
‘for a contract next season no harm at all. Good luck, 

! 


N jale Rovers 1 Brisbane Strikers 6, 
Waderwood Park, Rochedale, 

: a ary, 1998. 

y Tony Moran 


4s obviously planning for next season already with 
Strikers and QAS boys taking on XXXX Premie 


a 


th Strikers outfit made the locals look second rate 


the net as carly as the sixth minute, through my 
1. Andrew Packer. 


shaw doubled the score after 15 minutes, and one 


: club Rochedale at Underwood Park. But even an 


sensed a cricket score unless Rochedale did something 
stem the hungry young Strikers. And to their credit they 
did just that. Steve Fitzsimmons worked tirelessly in the 
midfield, however his partner Michael Legg seemed to 
struggle. 

Defenders Harris and Lane came good late in the half 
after the shock of playing against such formidable 
opponents had passed. 

For the Strikers Royce Brownlie and Danny Invincible 
always looked dangerous, but Brayshaw outshone 
everybody as he scored his second a minute after half- 
time, and completed his hat-trick seven minutes later. 
Danny Invincible made it 5-0 after 55 minutes and 
Graham Ross who was in goal for Rochedale took his 
frustrations out on his defence a number of times as the 
ball was returned to the centre-circle. 

With well over half an hour to go, and 5-0 down 
Rochedale could so easily have lost the plot, but they 
stuck to their game plan, and Glen Kolpak (who was 
signed from Taringa last year) worked tirelessly up 
front. He gave his marker Battistin so many problems 
that the Strikers defender hauled him down in a tackle, 
and stood over him pushing and pointing. A poor lack 
of discipline in a genuinely friendly friendly. 

Kolpak took out his revenge in the only way he knows 
how, by hitting the back of the net. He chipped Bolton 
from just inside the box - now where have I written that 
before ? 

Right on full time Packer made it six, and although 
none of the Strikers goals stood out - they were all 
scored from around the penalty spot in broken play - 
they were that half-yard sharper in every department, 
and will have sent Frankie home a happier man than 
I"ve seen him so far this season ! 


Rochedale: Ross, Evans, Harris, Lane, Wickstein, 
Legg, Fitzsimmons, Davidson, Beronic, Koch, Kolpak. 
Subs all used in interchange Brattan, Monument, Bajic 
(GK) 


Strikers: Bolton, Steffanutto, Bell, Battistin, Williams, 
Thiesfield, Brayshaw, Invincible, Blackford, Brownlie, 
Packer. 

Subs all used in interchabge Cameron, Shroj, Smeltz. 


Referee: John Peacock 
Linespeople: Tammy Ogston, Peter Green. 


Goals. Strikers - Packer (6 mins and 90), Brayshaw (15, 
46, 53), Invincible (55) 
Rochedale - Kolpak (78) 
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Strikers 2 Adelaide City 2 
Saturday, 28 February, 1998 

by Tony Moran - no, Dave Marshall, 
really ! 

Almost 4000 (presumably all the seaso 
up on a lovely Brisbane night and, as 
Connection, it's a hard life. I'm afraid there were a few goalposts, 
but probably 10 to 15 ended up there before we strolled down 
Caxton St to the ground. 


but the height made it unstoppable. 
In notime some hesitancy between two STRIKERS whe 


move and a lucky bounce off Gwynne's heel right in) 

i i it’ d goal was spawne 
ticket holders) turned | the path of Mori and Adcit's secon ; 
remarked outside the | Invicible, Bell and eventually OHY were brought off th, 
bench and the STRIKERS attacked quite satisfyingly ayy 
OHY played as well as he has so far up here. There wei 
: quite few half yard episodes - a shot passed Rimmer ha 
For some unaccountable reason | had a very positive feeling) 4 Here He mati ont z ae ‘ 

e and was predicting we would win 2 nil. This | mind, bu \ : 
a the a keep it on the carpet, play the mainly drew defenders wide and aa aoe ei ie “4 : 
young STRIKERS produced. Bolton was gently rolling the bail The equalizing goal was a powerful ry On 

t rather than hoofing it up to no-one in p 
bed le best home anes since that distant memory from last | have scored from a dead ball this year. 
wynni 1 and as reliable as usual and Laybutt 
oa nate pine remain Allin all a game that left STRIKERS fans, at least, fed 
Zorro was tending, as was Mad Bull, to play the long ball more ing good for once and, Ithink, was a . oa coms 
than was needed and the latter tried a few times to score another ] ing as the team did ee - . ae as : ba 7 
long distance goal somewhat hopelessly. Eventually young a oe ape . ori Biss ey seat phere fe 

ic a difficult volley not very hard, but along the carpet and} Serv . 
nea nines and we ai one up and looking almost the equal coer - ane sae and an iN fet A 0 
: : ee eased 

£ Adcit who, to me, looked the best side on display in Brisbane | like this RIKE! > 60 : 
: faite teases Mari in particular did some great things both position to defend the championship instead of havi 


icti ds at | to win every remaining match to pick up the points needs 
half t ee eer pean ree to reach Frank's estimate of 38 to make the six. 
ime. 


Immediately after, however, what looked like a dive (and watch- ] CC = {1 (not bad, but they did do some awful things), 


ing the TV replay today has not changed my opinion) was re- 
We specialise im team photegraphs for junior and senior teams for soccer 
and other sperts. 


Contact... 
Park Read Prints, 
41 Park Road, Milten. 
Telephone 3367 1688 


Or, after liours... 
Paul Harley, Photographer. 
Telephone 3267 0681 


either could have easily played the ball led to a nig 


articular and actually | a Meridith freekick and perhaps only the second goal yj 
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Ron the Ref 
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Newcastle Breakers 
Player to look out for... 


Clayton Zane, Reece Tollenaere, Leo Langone 


One should never underestimate cellar-dwellers and the Breakers 
are no exception ! They have had two great results of late, with 
wins over Perth Glory (away, 4-3) and Sydney United (home, 3- 
1). The latter was live on Optus, and revealed the latest young 
Aussie Soccer sensation (well, at least they think so in Newcastle 
1) Leo Langone. This kid worked tirelessly in the midfield for the 
Breakers, creating a couple of chances for himself, and his team- 
Mates, and although he made the wrong decisions at the time, 
he's got plenty of time to make the right ones in the future. 

Ex- Striker Reece Tollenaere hit the net three times for the 
Breakers against Perth - his first ever Ericsson Cup goals in over 
20 appearances (19 were for the Strikers). Clayton Zane is 
always dangerous, and after scoring their second goal in as many 
Minutes against Sydney United was sent off for taking his shirt 
off. Should have had a bit more sense there I reckon. 

Check out the Breakers web site at 
hittp://www.breakers.com.au/ 


Many thanks to Chris Dunkerley for his help ! 


Every month during the 
Strikers season we aim fo 
give a quick resume of the 


» | visitors (o Suncorp for the 


coming month. This 
month we look at the 
Newcastle Breakers (7th 
March) and the Canberra 
Cosmos (21st March). 
Surely we can pick up 
some points here ! 
Canberra Cosmos 

Players to look out for... 
Ante Moric, Peter Buljan 


Even with Branko Culina as 
coach, and a totally professional 


) outfit, the Cosmos are struggling 


once more. Last week they went 
down 3-1 to Gippsland at home, 
and with Newcastle beating 
Sydney United, there's only a 
point separating these two at the 
foot of the table. 

In the first meeting this season, 
the Cosmos beat the Strikers 2-1, 
but with the way Frankie has had 
the lads playing lately I'd like to 
think that we can get the three 
points, and pull clear of the 
bottom two. 


Steve Foreshaw 

Beenleigh have just signed defender 
Steve Foreshaw for the season, he 
played for Wollongong Wolves in the 
N.S.L. for four seasons . . . 


1992/93 10 apps + 3 subs 
1993/94 19 apps 

1994/95 IL apps 

1995/96 11 apps + 1 sub 


One goal in 1995/96 season. 


Just for a change we decided to interview som 


Where did you start playing organised football ? 


Obviously the first organised football anybody really played 
growing up in Glasgow was at primary school. We won ai 
couple of cups when I was 9 and ten, and from there I went on} 
to play with Maddiston Boys Club, who were also very| 
succesful, and 1 signed professional forms with Falkirk when| 
L was 15, At the time I had an apprenticeship with BP Chemi- 
cals in Grangemouth, but 1 was really only interested in play- 
ing football. | had a spell with Bo-ness United Juniors, an 
signed for St. Mirren as a part-time professional, playing re- 
serve and youth team football for a couple of years. I then 
moved on to Alloa, who were in the first division at the time, 
and when | got there I just tried to relax and enjoy myself, and 
my game began to improve. The manager at the time was a 
man named Alex Totten who ended up going to Rangers and 
being assistant to Jock Wallace, and big Jock came to watch 
me play at Alloa one night, and he asked me to sign for Rang- 
ers as a full-time professional - Pd just turned 21. 


Did you wake up some mornings and have to pinch your- 
self because you'd just signed for one of the biggest foot- 


bali clubs in the world ? 


I was 21, but still felt like I was just a kid. I’d walk into the 
dressing rooms, and see some of the players that were my 
heroes - David Cooper, Bobby Russell, Ally McCoist, John 
McLeliand. These guys were household names, and I was 
getting changed next to them - I made my debut as a left- 
sided attacking midfielder against Dundee on February 25th, 


1984, 


But they had a strict wage structure, and I couldn’t believe 


how well they were organised 


Two years later, Graeme Souness arrived, and the first thing 
that he said was that he didn’t know any of us as players, but 
that we’d all be given a chance if we wanted to stay. So ] 
thought that I’d give it a go, and from playing left-midfield, ] 
converted to a left-back position, and | played there for about 


six years. 


When you arrived, Rangers were going through a bit ofa 
barren spell by their standards so what was the atmos- 


phere like ? 


I was really too starry eyed to realise the pressure that some o 
the players were under, but it didn’t take me long to find out 
how demanding the supporters were, | remember one match 
when we played Clydebank and there were only 6,000 people 


n another life 


eone who has absolutely no ties with Queensland, 
except that he's been here on holiday - he hasn't even played football here ! Stuart Munro has played 
for Glasgow Rangers, and Blackburn Rovers and is now helping David Mitchell with the coaching 
job at Sydney United. The morning after Uniteds 3- 
for a quick chat - one which lasted an hour and a half 


0 defeat of the Strikers we caught up with Stuart 
! Here are the highlights of the conversation. 
at the game. This was a disaster in many peoples eyes. So Falkirk at home, so we heard before the game had fin- | you can communicate on the pitch. I always enjoyed them, 
when Graeme arrived, he was given a lot of money to buy 
players, and all of a sudden he was spending a million 
pounds on every position on the park to rebuild his team, 
The story | like to tell is that he did that for every position, 
except left back. Gary Stevens came to right back, Ray able. 
Wilkins and Trevor Steven into the midfield, and he brought 


a couple of players, he didn’t spend a million pounds on 
that position, which indicated to me that he was happy 


So tell us about the Maurice Johnston affair (The first 
ever catholic player to play for Rangers). 

Every season Rangers used to play a few pre-season games 
over in Italy, and we were staying at a hotel at Glasgow 
airport because we had an early morning flight to Heathrow 
where we were to meet up with Graeme, before going on to 
Italy. I woke up the next morning, and my room-mate, 
Richard Gough, had been out for a newspaper, and 
“Maurice Johnston signs for Rangers” was all across the 
front-page. Now we didn’t know anything about it, so we 
flew down to London, and met Graeme, and he called us 
all together, and confirmed what we had read in the paper, 
He told us that if it was a problem with any of us he’d let 
us leave the club. But none of us thought of it like that - in 
fact, we had a bit of a laugh about it. Whilst we were if 
Italy Maurice turned up, and the lads just gave him a bit of 
stick to start with, but it was never really a problem inside 


I became very friendly with Maurice, and what he went 
through was absolutely unbelievable. He had two security 
guards 24 hours a day. Everywhere he went had to be 
checked out by his minders for bombs or whatever. He 
received death threats, and letters and parcels would ar- 
rive, which had to be turned over to the police. It was # 
pretty traumatic time for all of us - but especially him. 

Eventually it did calm down, and when he started scoring 
goals the pressure seemed to ease off all the players. I re 
member the tuming point seemed to be his second gami 
against Celtic, when we won 1-0 and he scored the goal 
The delight on his face was a picture. 
That year 1989/90 was probably my most succesful, an‘ 
me and Maurice were the only two to play every game thi 


— 
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whole season. I picked up a couple of Player of the Year 
ewards, but I think that Maurice should have won some 


too. 


What were some of your personal highlights whilst at 

Rangers ? Tell us about the old firm games (Rangers v Celtic). 

Obviously the first league championship in 1987, because | Because we played each other four times a season, | think 
Rangers hadn’t won anything for so long. I think it was |that I played about twenty old firm games. Having said 
the third last game of the season, and we had Aberdeen at | that, they are unique occasions, and the noise is abso- 
Pittodrie. We drew 1-1, but Celtic had been beaten by |!utely incredible. So much so that there is no way that 


ished that we’d won it. And to see the faces of people like ]€ven though the pressure was enormous. In fact if Graeme 
David Cooper, who had been around when they won the | as trying out any new players on the left side he’d al- 
treble in the seventies was just fantastic. I won another | Ways bring me back in for the old firm or other big games, 
three with them, but the first was by far the most enjoy- | because he knew that I could cope with the pressure. 


What was it like playing in a team full of sassenachs 
Mark Hately and Maurice Johnston to play up front. But | Whi were some of your toughest opponents ? aac sade hci aia 
was his number one left back, and although he had bought One of the best teams we played against was Red Star Hae dee eters th ance nano 


Belgrade, the year they won the European Cup, We played The Rest of The World, which eventually became Eng- 
them home and away, and every player was outstanding - land v Rest of the world, because there were more Eng- 
so fast, and skilful. But individually, Rumenigge and }Jish at the club than Scots. But it made for a great atmos- 
Littbarski of Germany, Van Basten and Rijjkaard of Hol- | phere, and they were a good bunch of lads wherever they 
land were all exceptional talents. came from. 
At home, Davie Provan of Celtic, and Joe Miller, who 
later went to Aberdeen, and Kevin Gallacher at Dundee | How did you end up going to Blackburn Rovers ? 
United, who’s now doing well at Blackburn. In January 1990 I had to have a hemia operation, and it 
was one of those injuries that didn’t get better as it should, 
and I ended up missing the rest of the season. We did 
win the league, though, and Walter Smith had just taken 
over from Graeme, so I went to see him. He told me that 
he’d just signed another left back (David Robertson from 
Aberdeen), and that it was over a million pounds. I fig- 
uted that if he was spending that kind of money then 
he’d feel obliged to play him, and although he wanted 
me to stay on, to add a bit of experience to the squad I 
decided to move on. Blackburn had shown an interest so 
I went down, and had a chat to them. 
Jack Walker was just starting to invest in the club, and I 
had a feeling that something was about to happen. So I 
signed, and although I'd made good money at Rangers 
through bonuses, my basic pay was much higher at 
Blackburn. I was 28 at the time, so I had to start thinking 
about my future, financially. 
Unfortunately, I picked up an ankle injury, and the man- 
ager, Don Mackay, got sacked and Kenny Dalglish came 
in. He spent $15 million pounds rebuilding and they were 
going well, but it didn’t really work out because of the 
injury. 
I left in 1993 and went to Bristol City for 2 and a half 
years, and really enjoyed it there 


What did Stuart think about his manager at ; 
Rangers, Graeme Souness ? 
"Graeme was very distanced from the players, bu 
he always made sure that they were looked after 
by the club. If you did the right thing by him, the 
he would always make sure that you didnt want 
ar anything. 

"Graeme was a very confident man - of his own 
ability both as a player and as a coach or 
Manager - winning meant everything to him. But 
none of us really got to know him, and it took him 
three years to actually come up to me, and tell me 
that Iwas his number one left back - although in 
my 46d there was nobody to challenge me for the 
|position. 

“Whilst Iwas at Bristol City we played Liverpool 
in the FA Cup, and drew 1-1 at home. So we had 
#0 .g0 to Anfield for the replay, and Graeme was 
their manager at the time. Because we'd given 
hem such a scare in the first game the press were 
laying how Graeme would resign if we beat them 


ae 
a Anfield, and sure enough we went there and Next month Stuart tells us about how he came to 


t J-0, and Graeme did resi It ji i iti 
Ign, t just showed Austr i 
‘J : ne LAY alia, and his position at Sydney United. 
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_ Vision On by Tony Moran 


Having just had Optus Vision installed, we decided that we should give 
you the pros and cons of taking such a bold move. After aii, opening 
your house up to the "Devil in the Bex’ (as my mam used to call it) could 


seriously ruin your health ! 
Well, | finally took the plunge and got Optus installed, and what a mixed bag itis ! 
Apart from a complete cock-up when it came to the installation arrangement, and having to ~ 
spend two mornings waiting in vain for an engineer who never turned up, itis a very interesting 
package to say the least. 
The initial enthusiasm at being able to watch more soccer than | can physically take in, gave me 
endiess hours of optical indigestion. Luckily the Ericsson Cup was in recess or ! would have 
feared for my eyesight. Argentinian soccer, Brazilian soccer, Dutch soccer and English Premier 
League soccer was balanced by the Optus World Series, and a number of showings of Local, 
European and World soccer highlights. In short, if you want soccer, and are not bothered about 
the quality of play you could probably make a career out of watching Optus. 
lf you miss a live match the first time, then you can probably catch a replay a few hours later - 
or even a few months later. One morning | got up early to watch “Live - Premier League Soccer" 
only to find that it was a replay of Everton v Chelsea from earlier in the season. 
The American channel ESPN covers a good proportion of the soccer on offer, and the commen- 
tators are at least good for a laugh. They're not exactly Martin Tyler, but a yank still unfamiliar 
with the offside trap, and an Irishman with a squeaky voice help to ease the pain of getting up at 
4.30 to catch a match. 
The ESPN Sports Report should have been renamed “The Michael Jordan Hour’, as basketball 
seemed to be the only sport being reported on 
And if you get bored with the soccer - as | admit | did after a few weeks - you can always catch 
the Argentinian Polo Championship - that was really enthralling ! 
Unfortunately my visions of ad-free television did not materialise, as | was stunned to hear the 
tongue-twisting advertising campaign of Harvey Norman one night. “Hmmm, must have strayed 
onto Channel 7 by mistake’, | thought, only to find that it was indeed an Optus offering. Most 
disappointing ! 
There are four film (or “movie”) channels, and again if you miss the "Movie Premiere” first time 
around you could set the video for 3 o’clock the next morning to catch the replay. 
As for news .. . SKY news has been my favourite so far. Finding out the football results from the 
UK is essential, and possible with SKY. CNN has a very American influence - but then again, 
Americans seem to think that interesting news never happens outside the 52 states. 
There are documentary and learning channels too, but unless you need to know the life-cycle of 
the Lesser-Spotted Bolivian Mountain Mouse, you need to choose your shows very carefully. 
Channel 13 is an A.F.L. channel, dedicated to the aerial ping-pong variety of football. How 
extraordinary to find a whole channel dedicated to a game only played in one country. | would 
have thought that 170 nations playing the round-ball type of football would be a prime candidate 
for a dedicated channel. Maybe they're also planning a channel dedicated entirely to Gurning - 
who knows what Gurning is ? 
in conclusion, | think that | can safely say that I've satisfied my curiosity, and with the European 
Champions League and World Cup warm up matches just over the horizon, the boss might just 
have to get used to my phoning in with another sore throat or headache. 


The Farr Post 


Briz31 0 

Optus Vision | 

played at Perry Park 

by Tony Moran 

{t's asad reflection of our times, unfortunately, but when some 
people see you doing good things they will always want to 
knock you. This magazine was born, and has lived on the 
love of football by the various contributors. The Briz31 show 
Inside Soccer, that for two years was the lone voice of 
Queensland football on television existed on the hard work, 
and determination of a number of dedicated fans. Both projects 
- private ones by groups of individuals - have not received 
the full support of the establishment, and have, therefore, 
been doomed to failure before they have been given the chance 
to prove themselves. 

Everybody knew that Inside Soccer was struggling to go to 
air every week, and whilst the federation looked on and 
sneered, they pleaded for financial support from the local 
comunity, fearing that their show would have to wind up early. 
Eyen though, Q.S.F. President Wallace Dann was recorded 
on videotape saying that finances from the federation would 
be available for this years Inside Soccer show, the lads at 
Briz 31 have had to resign themselves to not going on air this 
year, as the Q.S.F. have said that not one penny would be 
available for them in 1998. That after asking the Premier 
League clubs for $26,000 to produce their flagship magazine, 
Eye on Soccer (but that’s another story) ! 

In following up the Jnside Soccer story, host Mike Mulvey 
deseribed it as “unfortunate”, but one that didn’t really surprise 
him. Co-host, Kieran Cooper, said that they weren't going to 
£0 grovelling to the federation for any more funds, after last 
years debacle. 

But there does seem to be a light at the end of the tunnel for 
local viewers. Pay TV operator Optus do have facilities for 
“community based” organisations and clubs to promote 
themselves on their Localvision Channel. In following this 
up, The Farr Post was told that the Q.S.F. were going to 
invest time and effort in such a show this season. 
Ray Evans has been co-ordinating the project, and has 
informed us that it will be aired live at 7.0 pm every 
Wednesday on Optus Channel 50. The presenters will be Guy 
Hand, Frank Farina and Andy Harper, and will cover “all 


aspects of soccer in Queensland”. It will be a half-hour show, 


and will commence on Wednesday 4" or 11 March. 
We look forward to seeing this on Optus Channel 50 - 
but please do not try to compare it with Inside Soccer 


pte 


AR @! i 
"Sport Report" 

Whilst investigating the story for the new 
OptusVision show David O'Leary, who 
is helping to co-ordinate, it told me about 
his show "Sport Report" which is on the 
same channel on Monday evenings, also 
at 7 o'clock. 

So last Monday I decided to check it out. 
With the first round of the XXXX Pre- 
mier League having been played on the 
weekend I thought that they should at 
least read out the results. 

But no ! Not only did we get the results, 
but next weeks fixtures and a ten-minute 
segment on the Strikers v Ipswich 
Knights game from a few weeks ago. This 
was interspersed with interviews with 
new Knights President, Wayne Mitchell, 
and Strikers defender Steve Laybutt. 
Although the production quality is not 
much better than the one put out by those 
Briz31 boys, (lots of stutters, and “er”s), 
it does get the message across, and if the 
"Eye on Soccer Show” (as David called 
it - a slip of the tongue, maybe, Dave) is 
just as good then we won't be starved of 
our local soccer this season. 


Wedding Whistles ? 

On Valentines Day last month two of 
Brisbanes most active referees were married! 
No... not two blokes, but David Ogston and 
Tammy Peacock tied the knot at St.Pauls 
Presbytarian Church at Spring Hill. 

Tammy recently refereed the womens inter- 
national between the Matildas and China, at 
Lismore, won by the Chinese 3-0, and last 
week did the final of the womens Ansett Aus- 
tralia Summer Series won by New South 
Wales 3-2 in sudden death extra time over 
South Australia. 

David is on the National Youth League ref- 
erees list, as well as doing local semi-pro di- 
vision 1 games. 
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Quotations — 


Compiled bu Ewen Anderson 
® With such refinements as a thirty five yard offside law, synthetic pitches which are not conducive to 


tackling, ‘shoot outs’ to eliminate drawn games and bonus points, the country which gave the world 
Disneyland has provided a Mickey Mouse football industry. (Jack Rollin, Rothman’s Football 
Yearbook 1979/80) 

@ Soccer is a game in which everyone does a jot of running around .... mostly, twenty one guys stand 
around and one guy does a tap dance with the bail. It's about as exciting as Tristan and Isolde. (Jim 
Murray, Louisville Courier Journal [1 967)) - 

¢ People think it’s a soft touch in the North American Soccer League but it's hard out there, | can tell 

you. You travel from one side of the continent to the other, play the next day, fly back and play two 
days later. You have astroturf and grass and 90 per cent heat with 95 per cent humidity, all these 

things to contend with. (Keith Weller, player with Fort Lauderdale Strikers [1983}) 

It's an elephant’s graveyard. (Gianni Rivera, of US Soccer [1978]) : 

@ The offside law seems to me to be like the bunker shot in golf; it causes an interesting and infuriat- 

ing hazard in the course of play, and creates healthy argument about the game. (Danny 

Blanchflower) 

Fair enough, he was in an offside position, but | don't think he was offside. (Jimmy Greaves) 

¢ | wasan old player myself once. (Ossie Ardiles, when as manager he released some ‘elderly’ 
players from Newcastle United {1991]) 

@ it's all a matter of going for it. And not minding too much if you get it wrong. (Mark Hughes, on the 
overhead kick [1990]) 


@ 


°° 


¢  There’s never been a good time to score an own goal against yourself. (John Greig, former Rangers 


player and manager) 

¢ At Oxford (United) it took me weeks to convince the man on the gate that | was the Manager. He 
always gave me the third degree before he let me in. (Jim Smith [1988]) 

® For years | though the club's name was “Partick Thistle Nil”. (Billy Connolly, comedian [1980]) 

¢ Anvunpretentious, badly furnished little room. (J.J.Bentley, FA Vice President, describing Paternos- 
ter Row, first home of the Football Association) 

¢  Tosee Pegasus on this sunlit day was to admire the inner workings of some Swiss watch. Every- 
thing and everyone hung together. The mechanism worked perfectly. (Geoffrey Green, The Times, 
reporting the FA Amateur Cup Final of 1953) 

© Football is like a religion to me. | worship the ball, and | treat it like a god. Too many players think of 
a football as something to kick. They should be taught to caress it and to treat it like a precious ge. 
(Pelé) 

@ | was born for soccer, just as Beethoven was bom for music. (Pelé) 

Apenalty is a cowardly way to score. (Pelé) 

@ If this can be termed the century of the common man, then soccer, of all sports, is surely his game 
_... ina word haunted by the hydrogen and napalm bomb, the football field is a place where sanity 
and hope are still left unmolested. (Sir Stanley Rous [1952]) 

® It'll never replace plastic. (Ray Harford, Luton manager, inspecting the grass at Coventry. [1988]. 
[Luton had a plastic pitch at the time}) 

¢ Mush as | admire and love the game, | would sooner football died out altogether than it should 
become the tool of the gambling fratemity. (Dean of Durham, letter to The Times) 

¢ During the between war years the football pools did more than any one thing to make life bearable 
for the unemployed. (George Orwell) 

¢ Football is the opera of the people. (Stafford Heginbotham, chairman of Bradford City [1985]) 

@ Just about the only thing worth remembering about Port Vale’s match with Hereford on Monday 
evening was the fact that the attendance figure, 2744, is a perfect cube, 14 by 14 by 14. (Evening 
Sentinel, letter [1979]) 


more next month 
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Grub World ! 
by Ace Reporter, Reuban McDuck 


You've heard of The Spice Girls, well all the way from the Western outback of Queensland come The Grubby 
Stubbies. These boys can dance, sing . . . and boy can they drink ! These boys are the life blood of the South Farr 
Wanderers off the pitch. As loyal a bunch of fans as you're likely to find this side of Archerfield, and can shift a 
fair few dray-wagons of the old amber liquid into the bargain too. 

The gatherings start round about half-time of reserve grade, and by kick-off time of the main game, they're well 
lubricated and ready to croon a few of the old terrace favourites. Next month sees the release of their first single - 
Wannapee (their half-time favourite), and already they've started work on a new CD, and Queensland tour. 

So without any more ado, let us introduce you to the boys. . . 


“Rolly” Grub. "Rolly" smokes roll-up cigarettes every waking hour. He denies any reports that he gave up 
smoking for an hour once, explaining that he'd passed out in the toilets after the Wanderers Grand Final loss last 
season. 
“Sparky” Grub. If ever there’s a job needs doing around the club, “Sparky” volunteers - for a few free stubbies, 
of couse | Unfortunately, he’s not as handy as he thinks he is, and there are numerous reminders of his botched ; 
jobs all around the clubhouse. “Sparky” got his nickname when a fuse blew in the clubhouse, and he volunteered 
to look into the fuse-box. As a game was in full swing at the time the main floodlights were on, but not for too 
long “Sparky” fused the whole area, leaving the clubhouse, pitch and the nearby abbatoir in complete darkness. 
*“Meatple” Grub. - "Meatpie" has so many ulcers from drinking XXXX that he always thinks that he’s hungry. 
When he buys a round of drinks he always gets a meat pie from the bar at the same time. "Meatpie" likes a laugh - 
in fact when he's not stuffing his face, he's usually giggling uncontrolably in the corner. 
“Rumbo” Grub. "Rumbo" only drinks rum and his prize possession is his Bundaberg Rum single 

| rub, 4 , t, a legacy of 
visiting the big city once (Brisbane is too far and too big !). This singlet has seen more action that a een with 
ae i of Vietnam under his belt. Grand Finals, parties, club dinners - it's always on his back. Imagine the 
smell }1!! 
“Bluey” Grub. - There had to be a “Bluey” didn’t there ? You guessed it i i “| i 

; ... ginger hair, and freckles. “Bluey” is 

the cousin of the South Farr Wanderers legend, “Bushy” Brown, but isn't half as talented. "Bluey" is also patel to 


a bout of fisticuffs and the other four must keep an eye on him after a few drinks, as he tends to go looking for 
Opposition fans - even if there aren't any ! 


Sour FARR WANDERERS | 


ee 


How do yous 


If you’ve attended your fair 
share of football games over the | 
years you’re bound to have sat 
next to at least one of them. 
They are blindly loyal, with a | 
complete disregard for their 
language when a decision goes 
against their team, and for 90 
minutes every week they go into 
atrance. Their only focus, is the 
way the game shapes up before == 
their eyes, and nothing else really matters. For 
the reserved amongst us, it’s an embarrassing 
way to conduct oneself in a public place, but they 
don’t seem to care - do they ? 

Their support is not so much for the game, but 
for their team. The eleven on the pitch are 
representing this supporter. In return he (and this 
is only a generic term here) puts his hard-earned 
cash into the club - season ticket, scarf, 
programmes, and other promotional material are 
bought without a second thought, and are saved 
away in the home that has become a shrine to 
the club he loves. 

This type of supporter cannot see logic when it 
comes to his team. In his eyes, his players can 
do no wrong, yet the opposition can do no right. 
As for the referee . . . judgement is reserved, until 
he makes a decision. If it’s against his team, the 
ref receives a torrent of abuse, if it is in his teams 
favour, a round of applause will follow. 

But there are two types of football supporter these 
days. The other type is the one who follows the 
game in general. Not a club, or a particular team, 


but the whole game. Local, overseas orf 


international, he really doesn’t care, as long as it 
is a game of football. 

This type of supporter tends to be a bit more 
educated than the first type. He’s generally 
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quieter, tending to watch the 
game unfold, rather than 
leaping to his feet and yelling 
every time an incident occurs, 
He usually understands the 
finer points of the game, and 
gets annoyed when the club- 
loyal fan abuses players and/or 
referees for their actions on the 
pitch. 

To him football is chess with 
boots on, and the tactics that teams employ in 
attempting to break down the opposition is a 
fascinating exercise. By watching different types 
of football comparisons can be made, and local 
division 6 football is as much of an attraction as 
a top class international. 


So which category do you fit in ? 
For most of us we’re somewhere in between. We 
have a favourite team - some of us have two or 
three. In the N.S.L. it’s the Strikers, for example, 
but some of us are attached to more localised 
clubs, and we usually have an allegiance to an 
overseas team too, either through our parents or 
through birth. 
Whatever type of fan you are remember that 
football is just a game, and that there are more 
important things in life to consider, before 
you’re weekly pilgrimage to the match. But 
can somebody please point them out to me, 
because all I can see is Burnley fighting 
relegation (again) and the Strikers not making 
the top six this season ! (TM) 
Studs Up - 
The Australian Fans' Perspective 
Contact Kev Christopher at 
PO Box 53, Oakleigh South, Vic 3167 
or studsup@ozemail.com.au 
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The 1998 Premier League 


to unfold. So here is all the latest gossip 


1. Quick resume of their 1997 season. 

2. What new players have you signed this 
season ? 

3. Which players are you glad you’ve re-signed 
from last season, or sorry to have lost ? 

4, What trial or friendly games have you played 
leading up to this season ? 

5. A general comment on the preparation so far, 
and the coming season. 


BEENLEIGH. (Coach - Phil Kerr). 

1, Very erratic. Capped off some brilliant performances 
with some very ordinary ones. This year will be 
different, though. 

2. Danny Stowers and Brad Ditton (from Taringa 
Rovers). Steve Foreshaw (from Wollongong City). Alan 
Spears (from Slacks Creek). 

3. Fotis Skordou, Kieran Galloway, Brett Druery, Brett 
Jones, Chris Baulke. 

4. Reached the final of the Silver Boot competition. But 
also defeated Souths and Easts quite comfortably. Phil 
has used 28 players so far in his pre-season campaign, 
but says that he has his first team squad fairly settled in 
his own mind. 

5. “There is always room for improvement, but I’m 
reasonably happy with the way the lads have been 
performing. I'm confident that we can have a better 
Season than last year, and we're obvioulsy eying one of 
those final four berths this year.” 


BRISBANE LIONS. (Marketing Manager - Les 
Moodley) 

1, Disappointing season by their standards, but it will be 
Very different this year, though. 

2. Darren Hillier and Mark Flemington (from Taringa), 
Michael Brockwell (North Star), Anthony Brown and 
Michael Green (Bundaberg), Paul Worroll (ex-Taringa; 


had most of last year out but played few games for 


) 


This seasons XXXX Premier League kicked off over the weekend of 1 st March 
wins for City, Lions, Rochedale, Ipswich and the Gold Coast. The ten team compe- 
tition features two newcomers (Gold Coast and Mount Gravatt), with the Ipswich 
Knights taking over from Coalstars. Each team will play the others three times 
each, meaning a marathon 27 league games, which when you add cup and pre- 
season fixtures makes for one looooong season ! During the week leading up to the 
first games of this seasons competition TFP contacted each of the ten Premier League 
clubs to ask a few questions, and get a comment on how they expected their season 
on who will be playing where this season. 


with 


3. Roy Huth, Steve Jackson, all the regulars. 

4. Won the pre-season Silver Boot competition, but 
apart from that no other games. However in that 
Silver Boot final, reduced to ten men with over half- 
an-hour to play Coach Miron Bleiberg showed how 
shrewd a coach he is, soaking up pressure, and hitting 
Beenleigh on the break. 

5. "We're satisfied and confident, and want to win it- 
as is Lions intention every year. We hope to have 
some silverware by the end of season 


BRISBANE CITY (Coach - Bobby Hamilton) 
1. Championship and Premiership double for City. 
The most consistent team by far over the 21 rounds. 
Well deserved double. 
2. Danny Wright (from the Strikers), Mark Bennett 
(Coalstars), Mark Jenkins (Grange Thistle), Damon 
Tune (Albany Creek) 
3. City have lost Mark Greer, Cameron Pearse and 
Steve Glockner (all retired, whilst they are hoping to 
get Royce Brownlie back from the QAS/Strikers when 
the national competitions wind down. 
4. Aswell as the pre-season Silver Boot they have 
played The Gap, winning 6-1 and drew with Wynnum 
1-1 in the Charity Trophy losing 3-4 in a penalty 
shoot-out (see page 24) 
5. "A bit indifferent. We've made some progress but 
not as good as | hoped-however it was poorer last year 
ret got a good start and look at what we ended up 
with ! 
We haven't put too much emphasis on games-more on 
players approach and attitude to training. 
It will be difficult to back up from last season with 4 
regulars going - 3 of them very experienced. Two of 
the replacements are untried at this level, but 
hopefully they can do the job. 


BUNDABERG WAVES. (Coach - Aldo Baretta), 
1, Finished second on the ladder, but very erratic 
throughout the year. Thoroughly deserved their play- 
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II 


off chance, though. 
2. Steve Mack (from New Zealand), and the day we spoke 
Aldo informed us that he had a Fijian arriving that night, 
and had one or two more Kiwis with whom they were still 
negotiating. 

3. The team has been decimated from last year, but John 
Giovanini, Tony Roebuck, Paul Fagan and goalkeeper, 
Michael Bainbridge have all returned from last years squad. 
4. Because of the distance involved, their pre-season has 
been fairly limited. However they beat the Sunshine Coast 
8-0, and have played the Bundaberg representative side 
three times - beating them comfortably each time. A 
quickly organised game against the Strikers saw them go 
down 4-0, which can’t have been all bad news. 

5. “Because we are so far away from the other XXXX clubs 
it has been a frustrating few weeks so far, and we're not in 
as good a position as we were at this time last year. We are 
still awaiting players from overseas, and I’m confident that 
we'll come good. But I think that this year will be tougher 
than last.” 


GOLD COAST CITY. (Coach - Paul Cockbain). 

1. Not applicable. 

2. Brett Adams (from Rochedale). The rest all played 
locally last year, and include . . . Trevor Wood (Nerang), 
Martin Simpson (Palm Beach - on loan from Rochedale), 
Michael Richardson (Southport), Aaron Bristow (Q.A.5.). 
3. Not applicable. 

4. They started off poorly with a 1-0 loss to Robina, but 
beat the Carrara Coatian club 4-2. They then drew with 
Lismore 1-1, and apart from the Silver Boot where they 
pulled off some shock results, have also played Mount 
Gravatt, winnng 2-1 at Perry Park, in the Charity Day 
curtain raiser.. 

5. “We're a new club, and although we’ve had about six or 
seven trial games so far, we’re still learning about each 
other, and I’m expecting a slow start this season. “However, 
it’s going to be a long season, and I’m hopeful of being one 
of the four come September.” 


IPSWICH KNIGHTS (Coach - Mike Mulvey) 

1. Coalstars lacked a bit of discipline last year, which saw 
them either lose games or lose players. They will be much 
improved after the merger and with Mike Mulvey as coach. 
2. Nick Seeley (Rochedale), Damien Conquest (Slacks 
Creek), Brett Wilkinson, John Clark, and Darren Spence 
(all Inala), Kevin Meacock (Lions-expected to sign in next 
few days), Barney Smith (Canberra Cosmos) and Andre 
Gacesa (Slacks Creek) He is a 16 year old doing well in 


acy) 


from last season, plus (from St. Helens) Neville 
O’Sullivan, Brad Smith and Peter Vogler. We lost: 
Richard Hilli (to Taringa), Mark Bennett (to City), and 
Michael Cassidy. 

4, Didn't compete in the Silver Boot, but they beat 
Annerley 6-1, Toowoomba 6-2 and Gald Coast 5-0, 
drew with Acacia Ridge 4-4, and lost to the Strikers 1- 
3. (est. att. 2750; club/committee very happy as shows 
potential market for soccer in area). 

5. "Still some things to work on-but on the positive side 
a lot of good things seen so far. We're where we want to 
be at this stage, however the acid test is still to come, 
when we see how the players react to competition at 
this level. 

"} think that we will be competitive - other teams will 
under-estimate us at their peril, but we're looking 
forward to it now.” 


MOUNT GRAVATT (Coach - Steve Faulkner). 
1. Finished second in Division 1 South, but went on to 
win their Grand Final. They also beat the Division 1 
North champions Mitchelton, so could claim to be the 
best Brisbane team outside of the XXXX Premier 
League. 
2. Danny Cox (Mitchelton reserve grade coach but 
signed as player), George Whyte (out last year injured- 
assuming he regains fitness) 
Stuart Collins (Taringa), Peter Georgiou (Lions), Robin 
Gosney (Rochedale), Colin Bethall (Gold Coast), Troy 
Hughes (Slacks Creek - Chay’s brother), Trevor Evans 
(Mackay) 
3, Lost nobody from the first team squad, however last 
seasons captain Evan Fisher is currently in USA and 
unavailable until April 
4, Pre-season Silver Boot plus Brisbane Lions (lost) 1- 
3, The Gap (won) 7-2, North Star (won) 4-1, Gold 
Coast (lost) 1-2 in the Charity Trophy curtain-raiser. 
5. "I'm very disappointed at the moment, but we did use 
the Silver Boot more as trial games as opposed to a 
competition. We're traditionally bad starters, and in the 
two years that I've been here we've had to come from 
bottom to finish 4" and 2"4, and then go on to win both 
Grand Finals. 
We're going to need a huge effort, but at least we know 
the quality of the opposition. We're a young team with a 
fot to learn, and some of them might not make it. We're 
aiming at the top 5 but it’s a big ask." 
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ROCHEDALE ROVERS (Development Officer - 
Kieran Cooper) 

{ Another club disappointed with their end of season 
form. Pre-season favourites, who failed to make the final 
four. ; 

2. Michael Legg (Bundaberg), Glen Kolpak (Taringa), 
Ross Davidson and Troy Wickstein (both from 
Beenleigh), Anton Beronic (from Sydney), Robert Bajic 
(Rocklea), Graham Ross (Strikers), Alun Evans (New 
Zealand). 

3, They've kept Damian Harris, Michael Lane and 
Clayton Koch, but lost Clint Dal Santo (Still in USA), 
and Kieran himself who has retired will be a big loss. 
Bsala Masi is currently playing at Wollongong, but there 
was no mention of him returning. 

4. Pre-season: Silver Boot plus wins over Albany Creek 
7-1, Ballina 6-2, Capalaba 7-1 and Broadbeach 6-1. They) 
also played a young strikers outfit and were beaten 6-1. 
§. “Coach, Peter Bannon is very happy, but his expecta- 
tions have not been too high in the pre-season games. 
With so many new players there has to be a settling in 
period. We didn’t go into the Silver Boot to win it, as in 
previous years where we've exploded out of the blocks 
then faded. 

"The first priotity is to make the finals. Obviously the 
Premiership is their “holy grail”, because they've never 
won it. 27 rounds is a long season so we're going to take 
each game as it comes." 


TARINGA ROVERS (Coach - John Ogden) 
1. Finished third at the end of the 21 rounds, after 
leading for most of the year. Beaten Grand Finalists, but 
deserved more from their season. 
2. Steve Starr, Warren Allen (Bundaberg), Steve Dawe 
(Rochedale), Richie Hilli (Coalstars), Clinton 
MeDermott, Steve Bland, Brett Allen (Rochedale), Aaron 
Bakker, Scott Rocker (Sunshine Coast) and Robbie Laslo 
(Lions). 
oh ea is the new club captain, whilst Joel 
ie, Laurence Inunciaga, Scott Robertso 
— Molenda, Trent a nee 
ardwell, Cameron Williamson, Scott Higgi 
Dickens have all re-signed. oe 
4, "The Pre-season games have only been used to give 
Me a clear indication of the new players’ abilities, results 
have been secondary. Several serious injuries, including a 
broken ankle for Steve Bland are the only real concerns 
atthe moment. The attitude and dedication I have 
Witnessed stand the club in good stead for the season 
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ahead." 

5. "As can be seen, there are many new and unknown 
faces at Taringa this year, we have purposely tried to 
attract talented youngsters to the club with a view to 
developing a team that each year will not have to be 
rebuilt. We have no less than 15 players under the age 
of 18. Whilst I realise experience is very important to 
a sides chances of winning, I feel the enthusiasm of our 
youth combined with older players like Starr, 
Theochari, Allen potentially make us a very competi- 
tive side. Goalkeeper, Scott Higgins returned this 
week from the UK, as has 17 year old Shaun Molenda, 
who spend 12 months with Tranmere Rovers - he 
could be a player to make an impact.” 


WYNNUM (Coach - George Cowie). 

|. Terrible start to the season, but things came good 
towards the end, winning the Queensland Cup after a 
great run of form. 

2. Kevin Tatton (Back from year out with work 
commitments), Nigel McClure (from Slacks Creek-ex 
Rochedale), Matt Campion (Rochedale), Calvin Gnech 
(Beenleigh), Peter Gallacher (Redlands), Damon 
Rogers (Brendan’s brother-back from loan to North 
Star). Also hoping to sign another experienced striker 
before start of season. 

3. They've lost Geoff Maltby (Mackay), Brendan 
Rogers (UK working visa -Tooting&Mitcham). 
Goalkeeper, Peter Underhill hasn't re-signed as yet. 
He's worried by the excessive travel involved, and is 
currently training with his previous club Pine Rivers 
United. Also without Billy McDermott at start of 
season through injury. 

4. Pre-season Silver Boot plus Acacia Ridge 5-1; 
Capalaba 4-1 and Broadbeach 2-2 were played on 
consecutive days, and they drew 1-1 with Brisbane 
City in the Charity Trophy, winning 4-3 in the shoot- 
out. 

5. We're a bit up-and-down, but overall a good start. J 
was very satisfied with the performance in the Charity 
Trophy, but would like to have strengthened team 
further. However this is not possible through financial 
constraints, but I'm very satisfied with players that 
we've obtained - excellent value for money." 
"I won't make a forecast - not after last season’s start - 
but we'll take it as it comes. We're not scared of 
anyone, and once we get all our injuries and suspen- 


sions cleared up then anything is possible.” 


era 


998 BUFFALO SILVER BOOT 


Brisbane Lions won the 1998 Buffalo Silver Boot, defeating Beenleigh 3-2 in sudden-death 
extra-time. Lions, who had goalkeeper Jason Lucas sent off in the second half for a profes- 
sional foul had Man of the Match, Mark Geritz to thank, as he took over the goalkeeping 
duties, and pulled off a couple of tremendous saves - including a spectacular effort from Brad 
Ditton - when it seemed like the lads from Logan were going to pull off a huge upset. 

Lions took the lead through recent signing Mark Flemington in the fifteenth minute, but just 
before half-time, Michael Kalic, equalised for Beenleigh, after rounding Lucas and shooting 
in from a sharp angle. 

Straight after the break Roy Huth put Lions 2-1 up, and five minutes later as Brett Druery 
attempted to take the ball around Lucas, he was hauled down for the penalty that he converted 
to again give Beenleigh parity. 

Geritz replaced Lucas since there wasn't a reserve ‘keeper on the bench, and kept Beenleigh at 
bay, until Wade Cannon scored the Golden Goal in the first period of sudden-death extra- 
time. 

Full Results below . . . 
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SUNDAY FEBRUARY 8TH 

3:00pm WYNNUM 4 NORTH STAR 0 

5:00pm BRISBANE LIONS 5 TOOWOOMBA 1 
7:00pm BRISBANE CITY 4 MT.GRAVATIT 1 


FRIDAY JANUARY 30TH 
6:30pm ALBANY CREEK 2 MT.GRAVATT 5 
8:30pm BRISBANE CITY 3 BEENLEIGH 3 


(City won on penalties) 
SEMI-FINALS 
SATURDAY JANUARY 31ST 
3:00pm TOOWOOMBA 5 NORTH STAR 2 SATURDAY FEBRUARY 14TH 
5:00pm TARINGA 0 EASTS 0 Semi No.I 6:30pm 
(Easts won on penalties) EASTS 0 BEENLEIGH 1 
7:00pm BRISBANE LIONS 3 WYNNUM 1 Semi No2 8:30pm 
BRISBANE LIONS 4 TARINGA 2 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY IST 
FINAL 


3:00pm MT.GRAVATT 1 BEENLEIGH 3 
5:00pm BRISBANE CITY 0 ALBANY CREEK 3 


7:00pm ROCHEDALE 2 GOLD COAST 5 SATURDAY FEBRUARY 21st 


BRISBANE LIONS 3 BEENLEIGH 2 
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 4TH (Sudden-death extra-time) 
6:30pm ROCHEDALE 0 BEASTS 1 


8:30pm TARINGA 2 GOLD COAST 1 Man of the Match - Mark Geritz (Brisbane Lions) 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 6TH 
6:30pm BRISBANE LIONS 6 NORTH STAR 0 
8:30pm WYNNUM 1 TOOWOOMBA 2 


til 


Attention !!! 
All you INTERNET junkies !!! 
Visit the OZSOCCER website at 
http://ozsoccer.thehub.com.au 
and the Strikers website at 


http :/Awww.brisbane strikers.com 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 7TH 

3:00pm ALBANY CREEK 1 BEENLEIGH 3 
5:00pm GOLD COAST 1 EASTS 2 

7:00pm ROCHEDALE 1 TARINGA 3 
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Gamblers set to roll 


The Gold Coast City Gamblers began their XXXX' 
Premier League campaign at home to Beenleigh 
last weekend, with former Queensland rep player 
Paul Cockbain as Head Coach. Paul has had 
succesful stints with Nerang in recent years as well 
as being in charge of last years succesful Gam- 
blers rep team. 
He has assembied a squad of locals to represent 
the Coast in their inaugural Premier League sea- 
son, with the last three Gold Coast Premier League 
Player of the Year winners - Peter Grierson (1994 
and 95), Brett Adams (1996) and Trevor Wood 
(1997) leading the charge. 
The Reserve Grade will be used as a develop- 
ment squad, with an average age of just 16 years. 
Goached by former New Zealand All-White, Keith 
Garland, the team is undefeated in pre-season tri- 
oe with wins over four Gold Coast Premier League 
sides. 
Their home games this season will be playe 
the Nerang All Sports and Community Cub, aa 
an enormous amount of work has been done over! 
the last few weeks getting the ground up to scratch 
for that game last week. The local council have 
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helped out with portable seating, and turnstiles from 
the Carrara Sporting Complex, have been installed. 
The dressing rooms have had a complete over- 
haul, and fencing has been completed around the 
playing area, and the whole complex. 
The overall professional attitude of their approach 
to this venture has shone through since their initial 
rejection way back in October 1996. A press con- 
ference on Thursday, 26th February was quickly 
followed by their season launch on the Friday (27th) 
at Conrad Jupiters casino, their major sponsor for 
this season. 
In fact Conrad Jupiters are supporting Gold Coast 
soccer for their 12th successive year now, and are 
tight behind their inclusion in the states top football 
competition. 
Many people, including those at Perry Park, will be 
keeping a close eye on the fortunes of the Gam- 
blers this season. They have a lot to prove, but if 
their attitude off the park is reflected by the players 
= be Abra) no-one should have any doubts that it 
en a positive move for 
here in Queensland. oer neennees 


(TM) 
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In the recent Strikers trial games Frankie has been experimenting with a number of lads 
from the Queensland Academy of Sport. If he registers some of these youngsters next 
season, who will make way for them ? Mick Kugelmann gives us his list 


With so many players coming up on free transfers at the end of the season I think that the strikers should get rid of 
some players namely: 


Handy in the match program Harper: 

Hard to fathom what happenned with Andy Harper, Sorry but ] can definitely remember Marconi games (on TV 
mind you) where he did play well. I suspect the big move up north, arriving so late to join the team then being made 
captain (with big shoes to fill), a new job and maybe just being a year older have all played a part in his nightmare 
season, Being captain would have brought all these other factors together. If it’s not to do with advancing years and j 
someone else is made captain, I’d predict a much improved season from him in 98/99. 


Beatiful muscles Sean Cranney: 
Sean still can be one of the best players in the country, it seems he only needs to trim back and quit the muscle BUT 


it’s also true he does seem bored with it all. I suspect he’s bulked up to avoid repeat of injury which has stuffed him 
every time he’s looked like breaking back into the national team. Pd try to keep him but only after getting his views 
on what he wants to do 


Clint Bolton: 
A dangerous player to have in your squad, it’s true he’s capable of brilliant play but he fills a position which requires 


the utmost consistency and not flashes of genius. 


Frank Farina; 
I suspect Frank will play very few of the remaining games this season. I'd say he’s been hampered by his knee 


problems and only played because of the ‘dire’ situation we were in. It’s the type of injury you can play on with bul 
which is constantly at the back of your mind and so means performance can’t be 100%. 
I'd say one more season but used sparingly as part of a bigger squad would see a return to previous year’s form. Bul 


maybe it’s worse than that? 


Mark Batto: 
No longer up to EC standard, sorry to say, but should be released. 
So, who do we need??? Blackford: 
yep and tell him to send a few of his mates out from the 
Chris Slater old dart 
Good to have a8 a squad member but is he still as good 
he was. Remember it’s still a step back up from XXXX | Troy C 


Or has he really gone to the Spirit? Ifso what is the OCC 


league to the EC 
(Old Cranney Counter) going to do next year? 


Surely there’s some decent import we can grab hold of, I 


like the Korean idea - generally skilful and usually Nick M 

entertaining players. Has the necessary mongrel plus more skill than he’s 
credited with 

Who played well??? 
Kasey 

Matt Bell, Laybutt, Zorro & Gwynnie, Hews, Willo: | Probably needs to go surfing for 3 months then come 
back with his body in order. 


yep 
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A second National League 21 
club for Brisbane ? 
by Steve Cooper 


As | sat there last Saturday watching the Strikers draw wi i i 
ith Adelaide City - not a bad performance I 
thought, with two good goals from Jeromy Harris, although that penalty decision aie be a bit fan 


to justify now, eh ref, after seeing it on TV !! - I began musi i 
EEA National Leapue team. g using on whether Brisbane could support a 


Adelaide, for example, has two teams in the league, a city not unlike Brisbane and with a simil 
oe Se Lied something to a season to have two “local derby” games to ‘ede jniadl 
0 é situation the Strikers are in at the moment, ie playi i iali 

for next season (let’s not kid ourselves that the Sai REL be ara a cn ve ee 
work out - it never used to at school !!), a derby game would generally lift interest if al 7 = 
couple of games. And, using a UK example of Everton and Liverpool, the atmos here i a 
can often lift the poorer side to victory and restore some pride to their finparione ‘ ssid 


oy would be the benefits of two National league teams ? Well, some I thought of were that it 
“a euse oy = local talent to play at a higher level, it would add the extra interest 
ve and it could generate wider interest in soccer in Brish: i i 
ane as a friendly riv. 
was built up between the two sets of supporters, especially if this filtered down to school i 
where kids naturally take up one camp against another. _ 


oon : a Ma oa. Seno the ee a really stacked against it. How would a second club get 
$ of being in the National league must be en 
Carlton-style “bank roll” situation would occ gion aint tale 
: ituatic ur here, and let’s face it, the history of “s , 
in other sports is not good in Brisbane. Look at the Crushers in League, up ate penis 


aa — pel aki a — team? If the Strikers as champions can draw crowds of only 3 
000, ould a second team draw? Okay, the Strikers have not h: : 
A ad a good s 
on bes be any better next year? Soccer is popular, sure, but as a pine ae ae 
a eae the a - the XXXX league sides comes primarily from family and 
er players. It's important to have that league t intai i 
soccer's profile against the other established winter ee 
4 ga sports, but I 
feally be in a position to take on the National ae ee nee ee 


ae a e - ie Brisbane appears to prefer having one team in each major sport and being 
a... ge the rest of Australia. Second teams appear to dilute this support, not 
a icc ed ne said that there is something to this approach which does, on occasion 
ental outside the general soccer arena - how many of the 40,000 at last year's fin " 
cir first game ? But it is only on occasion, not a regular support base. ° 


That's my view. What do you think? We 
tl ? i = . 
Write i es [ ould a second National league team work in Brisbane ? 
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Afr ic an I 0 O tb all by Ewen Anderson : 


Having recently brought you, the discerning Farr Post reader, | phies in 1997. Will Egypt take the Nations trophy to 
a touch of “Je ne sais quoi” when reviewing a programme maintain the momentum? Morocco’s Raja Casablanca 
from Strasbourg in which our very own Franck Farina was | won the inaugural CAF Champions League (equiva- 
featured, we have decided to become even more international. | lent of the European Champions League) by beating 
The editor has commented recently that there has been much | Obuasi Goldfields of Ghana. Tunisian teams took the 
criticism of the number of articles contributed by football other two club trophies; Etoile du Sahel won the Cup 
fans who visit family and friends in the UK and then con- | Winners Cup and Esperance the CAF Cup. Tunisian 
tribute an article about the matches they took in. 1 wish to | side Club Africain beat Al Ahly of Egypt to take the 
state that | am not African (although I have been there) and | Arab Champions Cup last November to put the icing 
that this article is brought to you with the sole intention of | on the Tunisian cake for 1997. More North African 
broadening your knowledge of (as Les Murray would put it) | success came when Zamalek of Egypt beat Pohang 
The World Game! Never let it be said that The Farr Post is | Steelers of South Korea to claim the Afro-Asian Cup - 
not a source of informative features! the equivalent of the Toyota Cup played in Tokyo be- 
tween European and South American Champion Clubs. 


At the time of writing, Burkina Faso is about to host the 
African Cup of Nations Final between defending champi- | The 1998 African Club competitions are already under 
ons South Africa and former champions Egypt who last won | way. The preliminary round of the Champions’ League 
the trophy some 12 years ago. So I thought it an opportune | has been decided and the 1* round will see the first leg 
time to take a look at the game in Africa. Burkina Faso is in | played around 20 March with the 2™ leg a fortnight 
West Africa just to the North of Ghana. It is a former French | later, One of Ghana’s most famous teams, Hearts of Oak, 
territory and used to be known as Upper Volta. It’s capital | will represent that country whilst other contenders will 
city is a bit of a tongue twister - Quagadougou! be Young Africans (Tanzania), Dynamoes (Zimbabwe), 
Manning Rangers (South Africa), FC 105 (Gabon) and 
In France 98, Africa will have its greatest representation at a | Eagle Cement (Nigeria). 

World Cup Finals. Cameroon, Morocco, Nigeria, South Af- 

tica and Tunisia will head off for La Belle France with a fair | In the Cup Winners’ Cup, (the 24* running of the con- 
few expectations on them in their own countries. All except | tinent wide competition), clubs include Red Sea 
South Africa - who have made rapid progress since being | (Eritrea), Bata Bullets (Malawi), Express (Uganda), 
reinstated into the civilised world - have trodden the Finals | Africa Sports (Ivory Coast) and Hawks (Gambia). First 
path before and all have created their own upset results. round games are scheduled for the same dates as the 
Champion’s League as are the 1° round games for the 
It is quite common for African Nations to have nicknames | CAF Cup. The CAF Cup sees more interesting names 
for their national sides. The South Africans are known as take the field including Costa do Sol (Mozambique), 
“Bafana Bafana”, Nigeria are the “Super Eagles”, Morocco Jeanne d’ Arc (Senegal), Asmara Beer (Eritrea), Atletico 
the “Atlas Lions”, Cameroon are the “Indomitable Lions” | Malabo (Equitorial Guinea) and Sfaxien (Tunisia). 
whilst I could not find anything for Tunisia. Other African 

Nicknames are; Egypt (Pharaohs), Namibia (Brave Warri- | But it is the World Cup Finals in France that is begin: 
ors), Zimbabwe (Warriors), Kenya (Harambee Stars) and ning to excite African Football followers. Already those 
Congo (Red Devils). with an eye for the ‘what if and maybe’ analytical 
thought processes are saying that if Nigeria win thei” 
Whilst Australia had Rudi Gutendorf as its wandering min- 
strel, Bora Milutinovic has taken on that title in recent years | will meet for an all-Africa showdown to decide thet 


coach for France 98. Previous experience (and successes) | zil, Scotland and Norway; Cameroon are against Italy, 
have been with Mexico, USA and Costa Rica, but this is his | Chile and Austria; South Africa play France, Denmath 


first African appointment. 


Bulgaria whilst Tunisia are in the same group as Ro 
North Aftican nations have produced some fine club sides | mania, England and Colombia. 

in recent years which has seen many players head off for a 
professional career in Europe. For the second successive year, } Not only has South Africa seen Clive Barker resign & 
North African club sides won all three continental club tro- coach, but there have been troubled times at the SA 


The Zambian season is also over, and the Strikers have a 
sister club who finished 3“ from bottom, (seems familiar right 
now). Lifebuoy Strikers found themselves up against other 


group and South Africa finish second in theirs, they 


and with some success. He has taken on the role as Nigeria’s | African team. Morocco find themselves up against Bra" d Lancashire followed by Blue Swallows. Wankie finished 


5®, Zimbabwe Saints 6" (hopefully nobody was sent off dur-] |n th 


and Saudi Arabia; Nigeria take on Spain, Paraguay an 
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(South A frican Football Association) which have seen a sen- 
jor MP resign his parliamentary seat to become Chief Execu- 
sve of SAPA. Upon seeing Danny Jordaan, my first thoughts 
were that he had a striking similarity to Alan Sugar, notori- 
ous owner of Tottenham Hotspur. Hopefully, he will be more 
focussed on the game rather than his own personal gains. 
Jordaan used to play the game and it is his first love. He was 
a good enough player to represent his province at both cricket 
and football and became a professional player with Port Eliza- 
beth United. He became an MP as part of the change in po- 
litical direction that has taken over South Africa in the last 
few years. Once things settled down, he was on the lookout 
os Sl ne pert One of his big Diefeices were the real. wi Utal 
isto help outh Africa’s case for hosti inners as Utalii se j 
Cup finals in 2006. Morocco as an Aincaa ete a goals in 34 games. The best for and against schisms 
so why should South Africa be any more successful? Only 29 by Mumias Sugar in 3" spot, but other wise 48 goals 
time will tell, but Jordaan and SAFA took its first tentative ae i ws next best. Gur Mahia in the runners up spot 
sieps Whilst in Burkina Faso to seek the support of CAF mem- | 1 nceded just 16 goals throughout the campaign. Down at 
ber nations. Jordaan wants this to be an African bid - not just the bottom, the most goals conceded by clubs propping up 
a South African bid. Success he believes will reflect on the ths league ware 48, 47 and 45. 
continent as a whole, not just on his country. 
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Cape Town Spurs, Umtata Bucks and Mamelodi Sundowns 
who lead the way. Either defences are tight or attacks me- 
diocre, Even the top teams manage under 2 goals a game. 


Itis a sweet affair in Kenya, Teams include Mumias Sugar 
Nzoia Sugar, Chemlil Sugar and Sony Sugar along with 
Kenya Breweries, Kisumu Posta and Utalii. The latter won 
the league with just 4 points separating the top four teams. 


Ghana has in recent times been renowned for the quality 
of its youth teams on the world stage. These players are 
weened in clubs that leave you to imagine what you like 
about them. The season started late in 1997 and Dwarfs 
had a goaless draw first up. Great Olympics lost 0-1 whilst 
Wise got thumped 0-3. All Blacks, (Ghana style), had a 1- 
0 win and Goldfields were the team to see off Wise and so 
Sat at the top of the table. Hearts of Oak, King Faisal 

Hasaacas, Ghapoha, Real Tamale Utd and Dawa are some 


of the other teams you might find on your P 
‘ool: 
one Monday morning. , — 


Asacontinent, Africa straddles the equator meaning that if 
football is played in winter, the north of the continent plays 
fram September to April and then the South takes up with 
their season. It must cause all sorts of havoc when running 
the three continental cups. The Botswana Super League fin- 
ished with BDF XI on top. They are the army side. Other 
teams in the league are the Police XI, Prisons XI, Township 
Rollers and Exiension Gunners. The 22 game season saw BDF 
# clear 5 points ahead of Gaborone Utd. BDF scored the most 
goals - albeit a meagre 39 whilst conceding 29. Even bottom 
club Nico Utd scored 34 goals. 

Bruce Grobbelaar is now the new coach of Zimbabwe. The 
path was cleared when the English FA case against him for 
alleged betting irregularities were effectively dismissed. 
Bruce took over from Ian Porterfield (he who scored Sun- 


was wiped out in a plane crash and missed by a whisker, 


soorley be reading TFP, he might wish to take an idea from USA 94 


iis fellow councillors in Zambia’s capital. Lusaka City Coun- 


finished 4“ from bottom j i i 

just a point ah 
| point ahead of the Strikers. | 4 trican Soccer is a monthly magazine that brings together 
i Pimbabwe, Black Aces finished 3° in the inc as much African news as it can for your reading pleasures. 
ist Blackpool finished 4". Further down the ladder we Doknowiedipiaett i given’ te-this publication ae a aes 
source for news obtained to compile this feature. 
ven @ meantime, should you have any items of 


), whilst Chapungu and Mhan| i Cc 
gu gura finished i i 
near} interest - particularly Australian Soccer Pro- 
A grammes - that we can review in The Farr Post, 


0 — : 
the south, South Africa’s domestic season is in full swing | Send them to - 


d Santos are proppi i 
: pping up the table with African Wander- 
JUSt above them, Hellenic are there as are Bloemfontein Ewart An dersoh ; FO Box 


eeltic, Vaal Professionals, Qwa Qwa Stars, Supersport Utd, 5155, Alexandra Hills, QLD 4161 


Over 35's football 


A few injuries and a lack of form are enough to 
make some players retire from grade football, 


so what happens after that ? 
Well there is life after retirement... 


In 1989 Errol Barnes and Herb Mandel 
formed the over 35 Soccer League on the 
Gold Coast. Their objective was to enable 
players over 35 to enjoy the sport they love 
without the pressures of League Football. 
Their Motto: Participation is more important 
then winning. The emphasis is on “Fun & 
Fellowship’. 
They started with 6 teams and the idea was 
so popular that today the Gold Coast Chapter 
has a 20 team competition going all year, 
playing 12 games every week. Other Chap- 
ters have been established in Queensland, 
New South Wales and they now have 
contacts all over the world. 
"In 1996 we held a major ‘World Fun Cup’ on 
the Gold Coast in which 45 teams partici- 
pated from all over the world," says Herb. 
"Our next big event is the World Fun Cup in 
Argentina later this year. We have never 
advertised our movement and our growth is 
from word of mouth. Late last year we were 
approached by the Queensland Masters 
Organisation regarding the sport of ‘Soccer’ 
and we have agreed to handle the forthcom- 
ing Asia-Pacific Masters Games later this 
year.” 
Last month there was a four team tourna- 
ment held at Samford, involving the host 
team, Toowoomba, Albany Creek and the 
Gold Coast. Herb was in attendance, and 
The Farr Post caught up with him. There are 
14 "Chapters" in the south-east Queensland/ 
northern New South Wales area, (see next 
column), so if you cannot face retirement, 
and don't fancy being hacked to death in the 
lower divisions, contact the Chapter nearest 
you. 


Supa Oldie Soccer Calendar for 199 
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INTERNATIONAL 


7 - 8 March, 1998 - Gold Coast 
"Cash Converters" Trophy 
Contact Nico Schmittmann (07) 5537 9413 


28 - 29 March, 1998 - Kingaroy 
Contact Keith Parker (071) 623 634 


41 - 12 July, 1998 - Gold Coast 
"SOS Presidents Cup" 
Contact Nico Schmittmann (see above) 


3 - 4 October, 1998 - Gold Coast 
"Spring Camival” 
Nico Schmittmann (See above) 


418 - 24 October, 1998 - Argentina 
"World Fun Cup '98" 
Contact Bill Erwin (07) 5525 0325 
or Toll Free 1800 649 292 


44-15 November, 1998 - Toowoomba 
"Toowoomba carnival" 

Contact Terry Walkington (076) 323 409 

ee 


Barney Smith 


Barney Smith has just signed for the 
Ipswich Knights for this season. He has 
made 3 Ericcson Cup appearances, for 
the Canberra Cosmos - 2 in 96/97 (rounds 
14 and 26) and 1 in 97/98 (round 11). 
Barney is the son of ex-AIS and current 
coach in the Malaysian league, Ron 
Smith, and is on loan for this year. 
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Waterford Crystal Charity Day 


The 1998 Waterford Crystal Charity Day has been 
acclaimed as a great success by its organisers, the local 
referee's body. The only major disappointment, according 
to Soccer Australia Referees, Brisbane President, Ted 
Kearney, was in the overall promotion of the event. 
"Support promised from various sources was not forthcom- 
ing”, he said. Despite this, they were “extremely pleased” 
with the turnout and the level of support for the concept, 
which justified the efforts of many people over the past 
twelve months to make the occasion possible. Kearney is 
now confident that the referees can fulfil their intentions of 
making this an established and integral part of the local 
soceer scene. “We want this to be as much a part of 
Queensland soccer as the Charity Shield is in England”. 
The action on the field kept the fans entertained with two 
competitive games. In the curtain-raiser, Gold Coast City 
came from behind, two late goals securing a 2-1 victory 
over fellow XXXX League newcomers, Mt. Gravatt. The 
main game, for the Waterford Crystal Charity Trophy, was 
even closer. Following a goalless first half, Chris Slater 
fired Brisbane City ahead shortly after the break. This 
looked to be enough to let City retain their grip on the 
trophy, until Nick Hadland pounced for Wynnum to drive 
home the equaliser with about quarter of an hour remain- 
ing. 
Neither team could break the deadlock in that time, so the 
game moved into an American style “50 metre sprint” 
shoot-out. And it was Wynnum goalkeeper Kevin Tatton 
who emerged as the hero of the hour, stopping two of 
City’s atiempts against one by his opposite number Daniel 
Duke for his team to win on the shoot-out by 4-3. So 
Wynnum start the season as they finished the last one, with 
atrophy in their grasp, and will be hoping this sets them 
up for a more positive opening to the League campaign 
than they managed last time. 
However the real winners on the night were the nominated 
charity, The Motor Neurone Disease Association of 
Queensland. The efforts of the referees resulted in the 
impressive total of $2372.50 being raised. A cheque for 
this amount was presented to them by Judith Littlefield, 
wife of the late Ray, the referee who sadly died from the 
effects of motor neurone disease last year, and in whose 
honour this year’s event was held. As the defeated captain 
Said, “we don’t mind losing if it’s for a good cause”. 
Planning for next year’s event will get under way almost 
immediately. “The MNDAQ were delighted with the sum 
faised , Said Keamey. “Waterford Crystal were also very 
impressed with the organisation and the outcome and have 
they are keen to be involved again next year. If we 
be healed sure of the promotional aspects 
4 lime, so we hope that next year’s event 
Will be even better”. 
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Contact List 
Queensland: 

Gold Coast - David McGuiness 
(07) 5578 2774 

Toowoomba - Terry Walkington 
(07) 6323 409 

Brisbane Lions - Les Moodley - 
(07) 3271 3636 

Brisbane Nights - Brian Scheeseman - 
(07) 3801 2562 

Albany Creek - Stephen Mee - 
(07) 3264 7183 

Kingaroy - Keith Parker - 

(071) 623 634 

Sunshine Coast - Robbie Glover - 
(0754) 796600 
Bundaberg - Kim Waters - 
(071) 512 653 

Samford - Neil Dickson - 
(07) 3289 4266 
Hervey Bay - Jock Wood - 
(071) 241 699 


New South Wales: 

Grafton City - Peter Tough - 

(066) 422 577 (Work) 

Lismore - Peter Harris - (066) 863322 
Sawtell - Eamonn Dempsey - 

(0266) 581 032 

Cessnock City - Gary Fairlie - 

(049) 904 342 
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The World Cup 


The Farr Post in conjunction with Soccer World at Lutwyche are running a World Cup competition 
from now until the finals series which start on June 10th in France. For the next five months we are 
giving away France98 t-shirts and caps, as well as a major prize which will be awarded to the person 
who can correctly predict the final four countries at the end of the tournament. 

To enter either or both competitions simply fill in the forms below and mail them to 


—— a= aa eo oe 
met meen Soe ee ees SS SS SD oes Ses om mina RD SEAS? nn — cot 


| Gaastion - Who were the two losing semi-finalists in the 1994 competition ? 


[Answer I 


ee 


Dear Sir 


| wish through your good pages to draw to 
the attention of your many readers, the ap- 
palling fall in standards of the Strikers home 
matchday programme. 


Let me point out just some of the issues that 
were identified in the issue against Adelaide 
City on 28th February. 


1) Page 30 - the squads. For this Round 20 
game, it said "Round 14 - 3/1/98" 
2) Page 30 - again. Why doesn't Gary 


\ Wanie< pg Blackford get credited with "OI" as in "Other 
l nildread = aera International"? He is after all an England 
Oe ee Semi-Professional international and de- 
ee serves the "Ol" endorsement just as Chris 
Zoricich does. 

_ 3) Page 31 - | was under the impression that 
{t-shirt size- Scott Chipperfield played for Wollongong City 
L— = rrr SS ST SS SSS —=—4 - NOT Adelaide Sharks. Did | miss the trans- 


jWorld Cup Competition 


| ame the countries who will finish in the top four positions at this years World 
jCup finals in France. 


Winners - 
Runners-Up - 
| Third Place - 
[Fourth Place - 


| 

| Tie-Breaker - I read The Farr Post because 

| 
[ 
| 
| 


| (if we have to use the Tie-Breaker the most interesting answer will be 
| chosen as the winner) 


fer? 


r 
¢ 
¢ 


= 
I 


Soccer 
World 


Soccer Equipment Specialist Store 


Phone 3357 5777 
Fax: 3857 1705 


497 Lutwyche Rd, Lutwyche Brisbane 4030 
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4) Front cover - This was Vol 7 No. 9. But it 
was recorded as Vol 7 No. 8. 


1! am not encouraged by these glaring inac- 
curacies. Has no one heard of proof 

reading? | hope that even if things aren't set 
straight on the field of play, at least the Strik- 
ers might get their act together off the field. 


Yours faithfully 
Ewen Anderson 


News... 


A bit of a tug-o-war going on over 
Taringa striker Ricki Hilli. Apparently 
he has signed with Rovers but the 
Ipswich Knights are disputing the 
compensation amount. A paltry 
$1500 has been offered to the Ips- 
wich club - that after he has played 
there since Under-Pram grade. We'll 
try to keep you up to date... 


The Fi arr Post 


a _— 
Dear Editor, 


Each month I read the same, whether it comes 

through on the television, the newspaper or through 

the great fanzines that exist around this continent. 
I was shocked and dismayed to | Each and every one of you have said... Carlton is the 
read your footnote to the article “The Rod Brown| only professional club in the Ericsson Cup. 
Incident” in “The Farr Post” No. 17. “Write what 
I want you to write, or find a job elsewhere”, 
indeed! A sad day when TFP stoops to censor- 
ship. So much for freedom of the press. So 
much for your disclaimer. This is more in line 
with what we have come to expect from the QSF | it was known to all here that his regimen would be to 
and “Eye on Soccer/ Strikers”. Pethaps you have two training sessions a day. Work in any other 
should change your title in the list of credits on | area, except for the Cosmos would not be tolerated. 
page 3 to “Censor”. Shame on you, sir! And if 
“TEP” sees fit to continue in this vein I shall be 
forced to stop borrowing a copy! 


Dear Mr. Editor, 


Bollocks! 
The Canberra Cosmos has been a 100% fully 
professional club since the beginning of this season. 


A number of top local players attempted to get into 
the squad at the comencement of training last 


Yours faithfully, August/September, but one after another, they all 
Hamish Bloggs, pulled out. They all had their own jobs in the local 
Paddington. region and could not afford the time to go to a 


training session each morning instead of going to 
work, Their jobs, their future was too important. 


(Joe’s Scottish cousin.) 


Subscriptions 

To guarantee your copy of TFP during 
the winter season, why not subscribe to 
The Farr Post ? 

A twelve monthly subscription is a steal 
at $25, and (due to a number of re- 
quests) six months will cost you $15. 
Fill in the form, and send it with a 


The team may not be doing as well as Carlton and 
there can be any of a number of reasons for this, but 
with the continued professionalism and the injection 


more than just competitive. 
Now, if we can only convince the supporters . .. 


From the start, when Branko Culina was made coach, 


of a few more good players, the Cosmos will soon be 


cheque to ; ‘ 
The Farr Post, PO Box 478, Bulimba, Nick Guoth, 

QLD 4171. Canberra. J 
” Please send me a ___(12 or 6) monthly subscription to The Farr Post. 1 


| Starting with issue number (The March issue is number 18). 


| I enclose a cheque for payable to "Sports Print’. 


| Wage er ee 
| Address ___ 
| Suburb 

Post Code 


| State 


| The Farr Post - For Australians who care about football : 


Absolutely nothing. Zip. Zilch. Zero. Nada. Didn’t you 


The Farr Post 
—— a nmr 
The following letter was sent to The Courier-Mail! by TFP Photographer, 
Paul Harley. If you too are not happy with the coverage that our oilie 29 


gets in Queenslands "Everything for Soccer" daily, write to them as well 


with your views. 
rate a mention, other than on the results page. 


We got a short report of Sydney United v. Mel- 
boume Knights-one game out of seven, with 


‘The Sports Editor 
The Courier-Mail 


Campbell Street the home town team being i : i 
Bowen Hills for Soccer”? Seer 
04006 
This is far from being an isolated occurren 
} ce. 
Dear Sir, Unfortunately I don’t have enough time-or suf- 


A half-page advert on behalf of your employer’s publica- | ficient memory capacity on this disk-to list other 
tion ae s lage appears in the “Eye on Strikers”, [than a small percentage of past examples. Suf- 
the cial magazine Brisbane Strikers Soccer Club, at |fice it to say that Queensland soccer support- 
om oftheir games. Now, as you have probably never Jers are well used to being treated with indffer 

to one of their games, or read the magazine, I’1] tell |ence at b ft i : 
soi isays “he Corer Mai/ he Sunday Mal Ee comes sreumono at yeas pe 
rything ee and/Everything for Soccer”. The “Eve- | of all. And we aren’t holding our breath ‘i th 
rything for Soccer” message also appears in large bright lights | situation to improve ° 
on the Suncorp Stadium screen at regular intervals through- nee 


out the game i 
We all realise and accept that we live in a Rugby 


League state, We know that soccer will never 
receive the same coverage that cross-country 
wrestling commands. We know that The Cou- 
tier- Mail and Sunday Mail don’t give a stuff 
about soccer. However we don’t like being 
treated like fools, which is what you do in try- 
ing to create the illusion, through your outra- 


: eous “E i » 
The Ericsson Cup resumed last weekend after a two week ee ani a a ene ace 
* Ly € 


break. Not that you would have known about i 
h ( : it through i : 
: oa The Courier-Mail. The Strikers had an away game ee Fi ante cael . pid se 
# Carlton on Saturday 21* February. What did The Cou-| often to be the cas : ne pieiioa ade 
fier-Mail have to say about the game in that days copy? making the claim TN eee one 


And I thought there were laws against misleading and in- 
accurate advertising! “The Courier-Mail/The Sunday Mail- 
Everything for Soccer”- now is that a contradiction in terms 
or what? Do you really expect to be taken seriously? How 
¢an you print that without blushing? How can any soccer 
fan be expected to read it without laughing? 


now that the game was on? Did the QSF/Strikers mar- 
‘ sting forget to tell you? Was your intrepid soccer reporter 
ity Lege on holiday-or too busy with basketball? 


“The Courier-Mail/The Sunday Mail-Every- 
thing for Soccer’? Yeah, I’d like to see that ! 


Paul Harley 


The Farr Post | 
PO Box 478 
Bulimba 
| Qld 4171 


the following days Sunday Mail found enough space for 
line summary, a grand total of 83 words. Admit- 
oC iere was a fair amount of other soccer coverage 
wh chis more than Saturday’s C-M could say). But this 
‘Queensland's flagship performer in a national competi- 
on We're talking about. In Queensland’s only daily news- 
: per Surely we should expect more? In Monday’s Cou- 
ie Mail, the Carlton y. Strikers game again didn’t even 
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0 CLASSIFIEDS 
The following clubs and organisations are supporting 


CLUBS The Farr Post, so we urge you to support them too. | 


Beenleigh - Chris Green Park, Boundary Road, On the met... 
Beenleigh. New building work being done. 

Brisbane City - Spencer Park, Newbery Street, The Farr Post is finally on the 
Newmarket. Bobby Hamilton is back on board for internet. 
another season - can they do it again this year ? Check us out at 
Brisbane Lions - Lions Stadium, 133 Pine Road, | http://www.sportsprint.com.au 
Richlands. New clubhouse now open ! 72 pokies, ; 


South Farr ™ 
Wanderers ..? % 
Iwonder if I could 
get a trial with 
them 


i ee ome 


Keno, bar and Bistro - check it out ! 

Pine Rivers - Wendy Allison Park, 188 
Samsonvale Road, Strathpine. Rivers need a 
succesful season to push for the Premiership. 


Rochedale Rovers - Underwood Park, Underwood 
Road, Rochedale. Pokies, Keno, good food, great 


company ... Open all summer. 


Studs Up. $3 to Kevin Christopher PO Box 53, 
Oakleigh South, Victoria, 3167. E-mail Kev at 
studsup@ozemail.com.an 


Anfield Sports Shop - Rochedale Rovers 
Soccer Complex, Underwood Park, 
Underwood Road, Rochedale. 

Bulimba News and Casket - 78 Oxford 
Street, Bulimba. 

Soccer World - 497 Lutwyche Road, 
Lutwyche. 


OTHER SERVICES 


Computer Systems and Software. 
E-mail: www. bunyip.net.au 

Or phone for a quote on 3264 2660 
Desktop Publishing. Contact Tony on 
0411 367 357. 

FM88 Radio - 11.30 to 12 noon 
every Saturday morning, with 
Howard Warren. 

FM101 Radio - 9.15 to 10 AM 
every Saturday morning, with 
Kieran Cooper. 

Photography - Paul Harley. Phone 3267 0681. 


Quote of the Month 
"The Strikers are on fire, and 
Carlton can't find the fire-hose !" 
Optus TV commentator Greg 
Blake during the recent Carlton v 
Strikers Ericsson Cup game. 
Do we have to put up with this 
attempt at sensationalising the 
National Soccer League ? 


Next issue... 


TFP19 will be available at the 
Strikers home game agains! 
Marconi on 4th April, including 
part two of the Stuart Munré 
interview, the latest from the 
XXXX Premier League, and more 
bad memories from THAT game 
at the MCG. 


f ft er Glasgow Rangers and Blackburn Rovers, 
Stuart Munro looks at gravitating to the 
pinnacle of his career. 


Free Car Stickers 1!!! 
We still have some of our free car stick 
to give away. These were 
initially given away ft¢ 
with TFP 6, when wel 
to colour. If anybody wi 
one, send a stamped self 
addressed envelope to Tl 
Farr Post, and we'll get @ 
out to you. 


Write to us at "Sports Print", 
2 Box 478, Bulimba, Qid 4171. 


attp: / /www.sportsprint.com.au 


mate int ofene! Che Farr Post <— 


Where can I get $9 
The Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland —_ Monthly $2 


The Far Post ? 


City off to flying start 
Last seasons Champions and Premiers, Brisbane City, have 
had a perfect start to the 1998 XXXX Premier League sea- 
son, with five wins from their first five outings. Above, 
Damian Waugh wrestles with Taringa Rovers Clinton 
McDermott in the season opener at Jack Speare Park. 

(Story on page 10) 


Strikers news, match 
reports and 1998 season 


report card - . 
Footy a the Telly- THAT | Bolton facing charges ! 


pa me at : Strikers goalkeeper Clint Bolton is facing charges of “as- 
FS. revisited Gold Coast sault with a lethal weapon” after a supporter reported him 
It's back !!!!! wity - An Aussie Abroad - Job | to the police during his last performance at Suncorp Sta- 


i i i ity - Bri dium against Canberra on March 21st. 
Queenslands most read soccer magazine will be ae with | lnsecurity ee ave Coane on) arch 2 Sari tee 
" ae t 

> CFF... Ox ert" commen goalkeeper who is having a terrible string of matches, in 
Tinted. _ — ~ i i (Ho which opposing players have managed to chip him from 
(Ha ha!)...and ...err... in-depth player interviews raeoae dey 
hum !) and ... not much more, unfortunately. 

oe of @ : ; 

We await the 1998 Eye on Soccer . . . with bated breath ! 


‘Football's not a matter of life or 
death, it's much more important 
han that." 

the late, great Bill Shankly. 


Bolton was due in court last Wednesday, 1** April. 
(Full story on page 7) 


